
The Christ-Centered Family 
Colossians 3:18-21 (3:18-19) 
4/13/2012 
Chris Gee (GOC) 
 

• theme of Colossians is the supremacy of Jesus Christ 
Christ-centered components in design of marriage: 

• voluntary submission (wives) 
o not a statement about women’s role in society 
o not applicable to friendships 
o not indicative of inferiority (Gen. 1:27) 
o subordination: to be under, follow, obey 

! not blind submission—offer input 
! ultimately, submit to his leadership 

o just as Christ is the head of the church, the husband is the head of the wife (Eph. 5) 
o submission honors the gospel, presents the gospel 
o marry someone you can submit to 

! can he lead? can he love? 
o cultivate a heart of submission now 

! parents, government, church leaders, God 
o guys: find a girl who understands submission 

• loving leadership (husbands) 
o submission and love must go together 
o command is to love, not to lead 

! emphasis is on a love in leadership 
! “agape”: yes emotions, but primarily a commitment to act for the other’s benefit 

• unconditional, sacrificial 
o must fight against inner bitterness, resentment 
o when people see how you love your wife, they will see how Christ loves His church 

! love wives as Christ loves the church 
o things to practice now: 

! resolve to love your future wife 
• choose who you love, love who you choose 

! refresh yourself in gospel truths 
• the more you understand Jesus’ love and sacrifice, the more you can 

reflect it 
! work on being a servant 

• serve those closest to you, since your wife will be closest 
o resist the temptation to assume they know you love them—show 

it 
! work on being a committed person 

• marriage is a covenant 
o you will commit to love her despite her sins as Christ loves His 

church despite her sins 
! girls: “Is this the kind of guy who demonstrates love, leadership, and service?” 

• look for progression, not perfection 
 
 
  



The Scorned Servant 
Isaiah 53:1(-3) 
4/15/2012 
John MacArthur (GCC AM) 
 

• not just prophecy, but a confession of Israel; repentant Jews 
o thus the verbs are in past tense—Jews looking back to Christ 
o current Jews view chapter as applicable to selves 

! righteous suffering, not result of rejection of Christ 
o lament, dirge of Jews who see the truth 

• primarily predicts future salvation of Israel 
• Hebrew word for “servant” is “ebed” 

o OT equivalent of NT Greek “doulos” for “slave” 
o ______: ebed depicts ownership rather than subordination 

! Jesus serves at God’s will and pleasure 
o Moses, prophets, kings also thus described 

• Zechariah 12:10: Israel will mourn over Jesus 
o God will cause them to repent 
o Romans 11: all Israel will be saved 
o also Ezekiel 38, 39 
o Israel will be attacked, God will come to their rescue, a third will gain salvation 

(Zech. 13), and God will judge the nations 
• Isaiah 53:1: the Jews have heard the message, because the message is theirs 

o “to the Jew first, then to the Gentile” 
o problem is they are righteous in their own eyes (Rom. 10:3) 
o furthermore, salvation is a work of grace 
o arm of the Lord = forearm; symbol of power 

! Jesus is God’s power to save—He alone saves, without any human help 
o John 12:33-40: God has blinded the Jews 

  



The Gospel According to Moses 
Deuteronomy 5 
4/15/2012 
Austin Duncan (GCC CR) 
 
3 problems: 

1. ignored: many people don’t know them 
2. isolated: bestowed prominence beyond that found in the Scriptures 

o even in evangelism—not a synopsis of the law 
! rips them out of their context 

3. incorrectly evaluated 
o salvation comes not by law, or even sacrifice 
o comes by God’s grace (Deut. 5:6) 

! He saved them from Egypt before the law and despite their idolatry 
o not a way into a relationship with God 
o provides contrast to idol gods 

3 reasons to study: 
1. it is Scripture: 2 Tim. 3:16 
2. supplies framework 

o foundation of God’s covenant with Israel 
o shows us who God is 
o (moral, civil ceremonial laws 

! not a biblical distinction—Jews kept them all 
! what about commandment 4, the Sabbath?) 

3. shows us God’s character 
o cares enough to reveal Himself to His people 
o a God of moral distinction 

 
  



The Scorned Servant, Part 2 
Isaiah 53:1-3 
4/22/2014 
John MacArthur (GCC AM) 
 

• Isaiah 59: a picture of modern day Israel (vv.9-15a) 
o vv.15b-21: God will come save them when no one else will 
o then they will look on Him and mourn 
o God will save Israel (salvation; sins) 

• Israel rejects Christ because they are achievists 
o it is not God’s time yet 

1. contempt for Christ is due to contemptible origins (v.2) 
o no more significant than succor (sucker?) branch 
o insignificant family, obscure birthplace 
o dry roots—unhelpful, unwanted 
o disciples were also insignificant 
o in Mark 6, take offense at Him, despite His excellent teachings, due to bland 

background 
2. contemptible life 
3. contemptible end (v.3) 

o no belief in depravity or sin, so no need for substitute sacrifice 
o Hebrew word “men” translates to “leaders” 

! reject Jesus because the important people rejected Him 
• expected majesty but received a sufferer (v.3) 

o a griever, no record of laughter 
• Hebrew: “He was nothing to us” (v.3) 
• this will be Israel’s confession of and repentance over their unbelief 

  



Ten Commandments 
Deuteronomy 5 
4/22/2012 
Austin Duncan (GCC CR) 
 

• Ten Commandments are foundational to God’s covenant with Israel 
o centered not on you, but on others 

! first four are God’s rights 
! protection of parental, bodily, marital, property rights of peers 

• not a way to enter into relationship with God 
o a way to live to honor rights of others 

as Bill of Rights: 
1. God’s right to exclusive allegiance 

o God rescued the Israelites, so they are not to have any other gods 
a. God must be your God 
b. you may have no other gods (+ Deut. 6:4-5) 

! He deserves total worship 
2. God’s right to the definition of His likeness 

o Calvin: the human heart is idol factory 
o idols consume our resources 
o Hebrew word for “jealous” means “impassioned”; like a husband defending 

wife’s honor (v.9) 
o Heb. word for “love” is “hesed,” a loyal love 

! living in the interest of the other (v.10) 
o households inhabited by multiple generations 

! introduction of idols could poison all (v.9b) 
3. God’s right to true representation 

o names were important in the Bible 
 
  



The Substituted Servant 
Isaiah 53:4-6 (53:4-5) 
4/29/2012 
John MacArthur (GCC AM) 
 

• “Isaiah”: salvation of the Lord 
o Isaiah 53 is enough to understand the gospel 

• “many” refers to the guilty, unrighteous 
o the righteous one will justify the many 

• full of first-person plural pronouns 
o indicates Israel’s understanding that fault is theirs 
o full responsibility for sin and unbelief 

• “surely”: recognition of truth, dramatic realization (true repentance) 
o sinful in attitude (v.4), behavior (v.5), nature (v.6) 
o “he bore our griefs”: substitutionary 

! “griefs” referring to effects of sin 
! healing in atonement in sense that sin and its effects are completely dealt 

with (Matt. 8) 
• “carried”: took up, took away 

o expiation: satisfaction of legal requirements 
o propitiation: satisfaction of heart of God 
o sacrificial lamb who bears our sin, and scapegoat who takes sin away 

• 1 Pet. 2:24 shows this refers to Christ 
• God was indeed punishing Christ, but not for blasphemy—for our sins 
• “wounded” = “pierced” (v.5): strongest Heb. word 
• “chastisement” = “punishment”: legal term 
• “crushed”: can refer to trampling, also bruising 

o these specific actions occur at Jesus’ death 
• this recognition is required of all believers 

o 2 Cor. 6: now is the time for salvation 
  



The Ten Commandments 
Deuteronomy 5 
4/29/2012 
Austin Duncan (GCC CR) 
 

• foundation for covenant relationship 
3. God’s right to true representation 

a. What makes it vain? 
o empty, worthless, purposeless 
o blasphemy (cursing God), false oaths 
o to deliberately use His name for something that dishonors Him, 

misrepresents Him 
b. What’s in a name? 

o name belongs to, identifies the bearer 
o God is “I am” (Ex. 3:14) 
o using it emptily does not give it the gravity, seriousness, reverence it is 

due 
c. How do you take it? 

o “to bear,” “to carry” 
o Ex. 28: priest would bear names of tribes 
o identified with God, belonged to Him 
o thus they must live in a way congruent with His calling 
o we must accurately represent God and His name 

 
  



Worship at Work 
Colossians 3:22-4:1 
5/4/2012 
Chris Gee (GOC) 
 

• transformation should rule over entire life, including relationships 
• slaves in Roman era closer to modern employer/employee relationship 

o given a wage, educated 
1. the work of employees that honors the Lord (3:22-25) 

a. work obediently (v.22a) 
o do the menial tasks (“in everything”) 
o 1 Peter 2:18: obey boss even if he is unjust 

o honors God (v.20) 
o clears conscience (v.19)—don’t retaliate 

o however, you can quit your job 
o but as long as you work for your boss, obey 
o exception: if asked to do something unethical 

b. work wholeheartedly (v.22b) 
o not only externally compliant, but sincerely 
o not just when boss is looking for promotion or to escape reprimand 

(“eye-service”) 
o greed: least work for most money 

c. work worshipfully (v.22c) 
o God is watching; we work for the Lord 

o threefold repetition 
o worship and glorify God in the workplace 
o happens by diligent, sincere work 

o stealing: reading Bible, praying, sharing gospel on company 
time 

o hard work makes the gospel look good (Tit. 2:9-10) 
o reverse is also true—laziness ruins witness 

o 1 Tim. 6:1-2: all the more for Christian bosses 
d. work expectantly (vv.24-25) 

o if you work in a God-glorifying way, expect a reward from God 
o slaves worked full-time, but not for much pay 

o could not receive inheritance 
o God will faithfully reward faithful work 

2. the fairness of employers that honors the Lord (4:1) 
o paired commands work together, off each other 
o treat employees with justice and fairness 
o pay a fair wage 
o remember you also have a Master who is fair 

! element of accountability 
 
  



The Substituted Servant 
Isaiah 53:4-6 
5/6/2012 
John MacArthur (GCC AM) 
 

• Jews have constantly been a target 
• survived due to promise of God 

o He will bless them, and through them, the world 
o also have remained under judgment of God 

• Ez. 36:16-32: God will save Israel for His glory 
• Jer. 31:31-34: a new covenant promises salvation 
• true repentance blames no one but self for sins 

o Heb. 8:6-13 
• “transgressions”: violations of God’s law 
• “iniquities”: “twisted”; perversions of behavior 
• “peace”: “shalom”; full blessedness 
• recognize that corruption goes down to their core (v.6) 

o not attitudes or behaviors, but nature 
  



The Ten Commandments 
Deuteronomy 5 
5/6/2012 
Austin Duncan (GCC CR) 
 

• week is defined by God in Gen. 2:2 
o rested and declared a Sabbath day because He was finished with His work 
o memorial for us to remember His power 
o on sixth day, twice as much manna—God wanted Israelites to rest 

• Ex. 20:8-11: original motive for Sabbath was creation 
o in Deut., becomes Israel’s freedom from slavery 
o time to trust in God’s redemptive power, and that He will fulfill needs 

4. God’s right to all of human time 
o day of rest, and of worship (Lev. 23) 
o originally, a reminder of God’s sovereignty over time, His creation, His saving 

Israel 
o Mk. 2:23-28: Jesus is lord of Sabbath; Sabbath was made for man 

  



The Greatest Commandment 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
5/11/2012 
Jim Ayres (GOC) 
 

• Exodus: the story of a people who became a nation 
o at the end, God dwells among them—tabernacle 

• Leviticus: rules for Israel so a holy God can live among sinful people 
• Numbers: Israel fails to trust in God for the Promised Land; even worship idols 

3 dimensions of the commitment God expects 
1. upward (vv.4-5) 

o Heb. “hear” (v.4) means “obey”; a command 
o “you” (v.5) is in the singular 
o Heb. “one” (v.4) can also be “alone” 

! Deut. 4:39, 5:7 
! Israel is to worship only one God 
! relationship precedes commandments 

• God wants inner worship, passion, which leads to outward 
conformity 

• rule driven vs. relationship driven 
• rules are a way to show love, commitment 

o “heart” (v.5): “mind,” mission control center 
o “might” (v.5): noun form of “very” 

! Moses expands in concentric circles 
2. inward (v.6) 

o again, “heart” refers to “mind” (v.6) 
o commands/Deuteronomy should be committed to memory 
o the Word is our only weapon against temptation (Eph. 6) 

3. outward (vv.7-9) 
o marism: referring to opposites to include everything in between (ex. A to Z, top to 

bottom) 
o vv.8-9: they should be constant reminders 

! figurative, not literal—context in v.6 
! if they were literal, wear all of Deut. always 
! “hand”: means of work; “eyes”: all you see 
! “gate”: public life; “door”: private life 

• order is important—skipping from 1 to 3 is like stapling fruit to a tree; doesn’t grow 
naturally 

• should be saturated with the Word so it permeates and produces 
 
  



The Silent (+ Slaughtered) Servant 
Isaiah 53:7-9 
5/13/2012 
John MacArthur (GCC AM) 
 

• servant of God: ch. 42, 49, 50, 53 
o ch. 53 shows that He will die as sacrifice for sin 

• the only way the Israelites could be forgiven was via sacrifice, an innocent substitute 
o OT blood sacrifices pointed to Jesus 
o death was the penalty for sin 
o negated the idea of working for righteousness 
o sacrifices alone were not enough (Is. 1:11) 

! showed recognition of sin 
! it is about the heart: repentant 

• Jesus is the Lamb of God; will actually take away sin 
• chapter shows the language of salvation: sin, iniquity, guilt, punishment, atonement, 

blood 
• trial (v.7) 

o the legal system (Herod, Pilate) declared Him innocent 
o “he was afflicted”: passive voice; could be translated “he allowed himself to be 

afflicted” 
! humbly silent at His arrest and trial 
! the innocent (Job 6) and guilty (David in Ps. 51) both cry out, but not 

Christ 
 
  



The Ten Commandments 
Deuteronomy 5 
5/13/2012 
Austin Duncan (GCC CR) 
 

• Sabbath was a day to remember dependence on God 
o a sign of the covenant: God will provide 

• Jesus is lord of the Sabbath 
o it is a day of freedom, of rest, of trust 

• much discontinuity, some continued principles 
• Rom. 14:5-6: Sabbath a matter of Christian liberty 

o Gal. 4:8-10 
o Col. 2:13-17: Christ canceled the need for ceremony 

! the Sabbath is a shadow; the reality is Christ 
! Jesus taught the disciples not to fast, since to fast was to wait for the 

Messiah 
! ceremonies—the Sabbath—point to Christ 

• Sunday comes from resurrection day (John 20); Sabbath plus one day 
o early church met on Sundays 
o John called it “the Lord’s day” (Rev. 1:10) 
o a day for the church to meet and declare that Christ is risen 

• Calvin: keep principles of rest, worship, care for others 
• Sabbath is abolished 

o we come to worship God, not to keep law—commemorate the resurrection (Heb. 
10:25) 

o Heb. 4: Sabbath rest fulfilled in salvation 
• what are your priorities? does your Sunday belong to God? is it a day to fellowship? 

 
  



A Prayer Life Built to Last 
Colossians 4:2-4 
5/18/2012 
Chris Gee (GOC) 
 

• the gospel makes possible a relationship with God where we can communicate freely 
with Him 

o thus prayer glorifies God—only possible by Christ 
4 attitudes necessary for a lasting prayer life 

1. perseverance (v.2a) 
o “continue steadfastly”, or “devote” (NASB) 

! consistent, no matter the season 
• a lack of prayer is due to a lack of priority 

! passion: must be earnest and zealous 
• if you are convinced something will glorify God, storm the gates; 

linger, wrestle with God 
• Luther prayed at least two hours a day, and three on his busier days 
• Mueller persevered for years to pray for his friends to come to 

Christ 
2. alertness (v.2b) 

o “being watchful” applied to watchman on wall; crucial for defense of perimeter 
o stay awake—same concept as disciples in Matt. 26:40-41 
a. be alert to temptation, spiritual danger 
b. be alert to spiritual need 

! especially of non-believers for the gospel 
! and the struggles of fellow believers 

3. thankfulness (v.2c) 
o count your blessings—will fuel prayer life 

4. dependence (vv.3-4) 
o says that God alone has the power to fix our problems 
o a lack of prayer, then, shows pride 
o Paul asked people to pray for him 

! opportunities for evangelism—come only from God 
• the mystery of Christ: Christ in us (1:27b) 

o mystery: unknown in OT, known now (1:26) 
! to evangelize in a way that is clear 

• open doors -> walking through 
o thus evangelism begins with prayer 

! D.L. Moody: speak to God about lost people, then can speak to lost people 
about God 

o transformation is brought only by God 
! prayer 

o the content of our prayer reveals what we think about God 
 
  



Biblical Hope 
Psalm 130 
5/20/2012 
Nathan Busenitz (GCC AM) 
 

• Ps. 120-134 are “songs of ascents” 
o sung on the journey to Jerusalem, uphill 
o focused thoughts on God when on route to temple 

• psalmist begins song in “the depths” (v.1) 
o but rightly cries to God 

4 reasons to hope in God 
1. He hears our prayers (v.2) 
2. He grants divine pardon (vv.3-4) 

o vv.3-4 suggest that despair was brought by sin 
o Ps. 32:1-2: we are blessed to be forgiven of our sins 
o “be feared” (v.4): reverential awe 

3. He keeps His promises (vv.5-6) 
o waits eagerly, expectantly for the fulfillment of His word 

! Paul: “we were made heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” 
o like the city watchman who waits for the security that morning brings 

4. He will redeem His people (vv.7-8) 
o triumphant now in the redemption of the LORD 
o anticipates first and second coming of Christ 
o as Paul says, our bodies will also be redeemed 

• gained hope not because his circumstances changed, but because his perspective changed 
 
  



The Ten Commandments 
Deuteronomy 5 
5/20/2012 
Austin Duncan (GCC CR) 
 

• after commandment 4, focus shifts from primarily vertical to primarily horizontal 
o in sum, fosters love for God and for others 
o respect for others, protection of their rights 

• commandments 5 and 7 focus on the basic unit of a family 
o commandment 5: hold parents in high regard; esteem, respect 

! commands given to aged heads of households 
! they were to take care of their parents 

5. parents’ right to respect 
o Jesus told His disciples to leave their parents and their nets 
o He is superior to parents; He is the ultimate authority 

7. right to a pure and secure marriage 
o to be faithful and loyal is to be like God 
o God has a specific design of marriage 

6. right of all to life 
o Heb. word is “murder”; taking an innocent life without just cause 
o Cain and Abel: one who takes life is not worthy to keep his life, because we are 

made in God’s image 
o life is God’s to take—murder, abortion, euthanasia 

8. right to property 
o we rob God when we rob from people made in His image 
o God possesses all things; entrusts them to others 

9. right to honest reputation 
o regards testimony in court 

10. right to security 
o to covet is to lose contentment in God 
o Paul equates covetousness with idolatry 

• these laws attribute everything to God 
o they are interconnected (eg. covet = idolatry) 
o thus they can be summarized as love God and love your neighbor as yourself 

• the law points to Christ 
o He is lord over them; fulfills them 
o show sin in our lives; only forgiven in Christ 

 
  



[Hypocrisy] 
Matthew 6:1-18 
5/25/2012 (GOC Spring Retreat, Session 1) 
Chris Gee 
 

• Matt. 7:28-29: Jesus spoke with authority as Son of God 
o spoke out against hypocrisy of Pharisees 

• “beware” (6:1): search deep within, since practicing righteousness still looks like 
righteousness 

o “theatre” comes from Grk. for “be seen” 
3 illustrations of hypocrisy to weed it out 

1. giving (alms to the poor) (vv.2-4) 
o “when” (v.2) assumes that we do give 
o told also to be public about our work (5:16) 
o difference is in motivation: should be public to glorify God, not to gain 

recognition 
o a heart issue, not about techniques for secrecy 
o applicable to all worship—evangelism, serving 

! a serious issue because an act meant to worship God is used to worship 
self 

o think through motivations before you worship 
2. prayer (vv.5-6) 

o again, about showmanship 
o even says the Pharisees “love” to be showy prayers 
o takes an intimate, sacred moment with God to glorify self 

! is public prayer life more robust than private? 
o God forgives even attempts to steal His glory 

! if you walk faithfully with Him, He will change you 
o “pray to your Father” (v.6): right motivation 

! if the motivation is right, can pray anywhere 
3. fasting (vv.16-18) 

o Lev. 16: only command to fast to Israelites is on Day of Atonement, but NT says 
it is beneficial 

o time to focus on God 
! genuine fasting linked to prayer always 

o more theatrics—gloominess, even make-up 
o v.17: do your best to look normal while fasting 

• difficulty of obedience (mixed motives) should drive us to the gospel to cleanse us 
 
  



Living with the End in Mind 
Matthew 25:14-30 
5/26/2012 (GOC Spring Retreat, Session 2) 
Amos Yang 
 
4 lessons in light of your eternal future 

1. you are a slave of Christ 
o view of Christ and view of self are inversely related 

2. you are a steward of Christ 
o Christ entrusts slaves with talents—become stewards 

! expectation that they will use His talents for His best interests 
a. everything you have is entrusted to you by Christ 
b. you are to use them always for His interests 
o view of God and ability to serve fruitfully are directly related 

3. you will be judged by Christ 
o believers will be judged on stewardship 
a. Christ entrusts different people with different things 
b. you are able to be faithful with what Christ as entrusted to you (v.15) 
c. don’t be jealous of those to whom Christ has entrusted more—about what you do, 

not what you have 
4. you are to be ambitious for Christ 

o it is not just about not wasting, not even about maintaining—need to multiply 
talents 

o the only slaves with whom the master is pleased are the ones who “at once” invest 
their talents 

 
  



The Gift of the Desire to Live a Godly Life 
Mark 13:9-13 
5/27/2012 (GOC Spring Retreat, Session 4) 
Alvin Varughese 
 

• when Jesus becomes the Lord of one’s life, persecution will follow 
• but nothing will stop the proclamation of the gospel 

4 exhortations from Christ 
1. watch for the advent of persecution (v.9) 

o “councils” refers to Jews, “governors and kings” refers to Gentiles 
o will be persecuted because of Christ; the world hates Christians because the world 

hates Christ 
o still applies to Christians today (2 Tim. 3:12) 

! therefore “be on your guard”—no shock or surprise 
! since it is for Christ’s sake, rejoice (1 Pet. 4:12-14) 

2. do not be discouraged by persecution 
o “must” indicates God’s will 

! thus He will ensure the mission, provide strength 
o have fervor, anticipate the end, and preach the gospel 

! when the whole earth is reached, the end will come (Matt. 24:14) 
o suffering illustrates Christ’s suffering (Col. 1:24) 
o God is worthy of proclamation, and a knowledge of Him will drive us to preach 

(see Jeremiah) 
3. embrace your dependence in persecution (v.11) 

o Christ knows what it is like to fear, to suffer 
! He intercedes on our behalf; gives us strength, speech 

o Christ is magnified in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9) 
! do not boast, because everything comes from Christ 

4. persevere however heartbreaking the persecution (vv.12-13) 
o authentic, God-given faith will endure (1 John 2:19) 

! true faith will be strengthened by trial (James 1:2-4) 
• do you long for Jesus? 

o He will reward service; God will be no man’s debtor 
• are you making hard choices now to honor God? 
• does your life show that you only cherish what Christianity offers you in the present? 
• what kind of servant sets the terms of his service? 
• do you believe God never allows us to be tempted more than you can bear? 
• are we imitating Christ? 

 
  



Wearing the Gospel Uniform 
Colossians 4:5-6 
6/1/2012 (GOC) 
Chris Gee 
 
3 critical instructions for being good testimony 

1. strive for wisdom (v.5a) 
o wisdom is understanding God’s will (1:9b) 

! and then to act according to it (1:10) 
o the way to win non-believers is not to join them in sin, but to show good works (1 

Pet. 2:12) 
o wisdom comes through prayer (1:9) 
o witness with tact and discretion 
o Christ is the possessor and prime example of wisdom (2:2b-3) 

! see how He interacted with unbelievers 
o do not forget that testimony supports the preaching of the gospel—”faith comes 

by hearing” (Rom. 10:17) 
2. seize the moment (v.5b) 

o “making the best use”: lit. “buy, redeem” in Grk. 
o “the time”: lit. “moment, season, opportunity” in Grk. (here “chiros,” vs. 

“chromos” for continuous passing of time) 
! limited number of opportunities 
! those that are not seized are wasted 

3. speak with kindness (v.6) 
o speech is to be gracious, loving, kind, forgiving 
o because we were shown those attributes by God 
o demeanor matters—tone of voice, mood 

o stems from a heart which understands grace 
o speech is to be attractive 
o as salt makes food taste good, so should our speech be attractive, pleasant 

o the gospel is highly attractive 
o some parts less so, but in totality is good news 

 
  



The Sovereign Servant, Part 1 
Isaiah 53:10-12 
6/3/2012 (GCC AM) 
John MacArthur 
 
o Luke 24:26 and 1 Peter 1:11 point to suffering and glory of Christ 
o Isaiah 53:10-12 mirrors and completes 52:13-15 
o God’s “pleasure” (or “will,” 53:10) is not in Christ’s pain, but in His purpose 

o He delights in saving sinners 
o v.10: in first half, Christ is crushed; in second half, suddenly Christ sees—resurrection 

o “he shall prolong his days”: Hebraism for eternal life 
 
  



The Gospel According to Moses 
Deuteronomy 7 
6/3/2012 (GCC CR) 
Austin Duncan 
 

1. demands God's holiness (vv.1-6a) 
o number 7 in Hebrew represents totality, so destruction of 7 tribes is destruction 

of all pagan peoples in Canaan 
o because Israel is holy (v.6a), God's exclusive possession 

! in OT, holiness less a pursuit than a status, reality 
! not an urging to be holy, but to recognize that they are holy, as designated 

by God and devoted to Him 
! thus status of holiness demands a response 

o holiness demands intolerance of other religions 
! particularly in marriage (vv.3-4a) 

o sanctification begins with the realization that God called us and made us His 
through the cross (1 Pet. 2:9) and so we are designated as holy; thus we should act 
in holy manner 

o worldliness is “a failure to reject everything that panders to the flesh” (JMac) 
2. demonstrates God's initiative (vv.6b-16) 

o Israel was chosen (v.7) and God set His love on them (v.7) on no merit of their 
own (v.7, also 9:4) 

! chose them simply because He loves them (v.8) 
! guaranteed by His oath (v.8) 
! reciprocal love required in response (v.9) 

3. delivers God's security (vv.17-26) 
o gives Israel confidence to enter the land 
o because power comes not from them, but from God who works for them 
o and He works for them not because they deserve it but because He loves them 
o conclusion 

• we are His treasure (v.6), and He constantly demonstrates it, especially in the cross 
 
  



Fear Knot 
Proverbs 1:7 
6/3/2012 (GCC PM) 
Don Green 
 

• introduction to Christianity is not “God has a wonderful plan for your life,” or even 
God’s love 

• “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (v.7) 
o not that we graduate from it, but that it is a foundation 
o Ecc.12:13-14 says that fear of God is man’s whole duty 

• is it merely a fear of hell and judgment (Heb. 10:31)? 
o then why are those who fear “blessed” (Ps. 112:1) 
o and “perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18) 

• we do not fear in the same way as non-believers 
o creates possibility for legalism, works righteousness 

• God is a God to fear 
1. fear of God for sinners/non-believers 

o an abject terror from realization that He is a threat to your well-being and security 
! such that even the greatest men will hide (Rev. 6:15-17) 
! He can destroy body and soul in hell (Matt. 10:28) 

o the exclusive beginning of knowledge 
o should inspire repentance 

2. fear of God for Christians 
o Christ saves us from wrath and abject terror 
o wholehearted, loving, humble worship given to Him in thanksgiving 
a. given in love 

! synonymous: Deut. 5:28-29; 6:2-3; 10:12, 20; 13:3-4 
! to set your highest affections on Him 

b. humility 
! knowing that Christ disciplines us when we sin (Heb. 12) 
! in expectation of rewards to come 
! in light of what our salvation cost 

c. in His Word 
! “wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7) is in the Bible 

d. in obedience 
! Prov. 9:13, 16:6: the fear of the LORD causes you to turn away from sin 

e. with trust 
! Prov. 22:4 

 
  



How to Be a Good Friend 
Colossians 4:17-18 
6/8/2012 (GOC) 
Chris Gee 
 

• Prov. 27:17, 18:24; Ecc. 
5 characteristics of a good Christian friend 

1. loyalty (vv.7, 10, 11, 14) 
o Tychicus takes Paul’s letter to Colossae, 1100 mi. on foot from Rome 

! inconvenienced himself for Paul 
! stemmed from his loyalty to God 

o Aristarchus went with Paul to jail 
! but he committed no crime—there by choice 
! stuck around in the darkest times, just as our Lord is with us 

o Demas abandons Paul, primarily because he loved the world more than God (2 
Tim. 4:10) 

2. forgiving (vv.9, 10) 
o Onesimus and Mark sinned and had glaring weaknesses, but were good friends, 

used by God 
! knew what it was to forgive and be forgiven 

o Tychicus brings Onesimus, a runaway slave with him 
o to run away was a capital crime 
o Onesimus returns because God’s forgiveness changes and compels him 

(Philemon 10-13) 
o Mark abandoned Paul on the dangerous leg of Paul’s first missionary journey 

o Barnabus quickly forgave his cousin, Paul did not 
o but by this letter, Paul forgave Mark 
o through this, Peter (1 Pet. 5:13) and Paul (2 Tim. 4:11) worked with him—

went on to write one of the gospels 
! forgiveness matters, forgiveness frees and encourages and mirrors 

the gospel 
3. prayerful (v.12) 

o Epaphras was likely the founder and shepherd of the church at Colossae 
! “struggling” Grk. word provides “agony” in English 
! “mature” means “perfect, complete, filled out” 

a. pray that your friends would grow 
b. pray that they would be assured that God’s Word is truth 

4. helpful (v.14) 
o Luke, the physician, assists Paul in his illness 

! used his gifts to help Paul, serve him 
5. truthful (v.17) 

o Paul gives Archippus clear instruction 
o Prov. 27:6: a friend rebukes, because sanctification is more important than favor 

! kindly, gently, lovingly, but decisively 
• to exchange letters with church at Laodicea (probably letter of Ephesians) 
• dictated to friend, but signed himself as proof 
• “remember my chains”: reminder that sacrifice in service of Christ 

  



The Sovereign Servant, Part 2 
Isaiah 53:10-12 
6/10/2012 (GCC AM) 
John MacArthur 
 

• “How can a sinner be forgiven?”—the most important question 
o must believe Christ died as a vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of 

those who believe (vv.5-10a) 
o also that God raised Him from the dead (v.10b) 

! to see His offspring, He must be resurrected 
o salvation is about how God can be satisfied with sinners 

• in v.11, back to first person singular pronouns—God 
o confirms Israel’s confession as true 

• “by his knowledge” (v.11): by our knowledge of Him 
o Paul says that hearing leads to belief, which saves (Rom. 10) 
o necessarily, “he poured out his soul to death” (v.12)—his atoning death 

! lit. “he handed over his soul” 
• “numbered with the transgressors” (v.12): lit. “he let himself” 

o refers to the incarnation 
• “makes intercession” (v.12) better translated “mediates” 

o three previous verbs are perfect, this is imperfect and continuing 
• will be supremely awarded for His suffering (v.12a) 

o His riches will be divided with us, who are made great and strong through His 
death and resurrection 

• Is. 55: God calls Israel to salvation after revealing His servant (ch.53) and His glory 
(ch.54) 

 
  



Remember 
Deuteronomy 8 
6/20/2012 (GCC CR) 
Austin Duncan 
 

• numerous commands in Deut. to remember 
Moses commands the Israelites to remember 3 things 

1. the Lord's correction (vv.1-6) 
o 40 years in the wilderness meant for correction, discipline, instruction 

! biblical discipline includes testing and teaching 
! God's discipline is always perfect and instructive 

o Israelites were tested to see if they would be faithful (v.2) 
o manna taught them dependence on God for physical sustenance, every day 

! also humbled them (v.3): they could not provide for themselves 
! Matt. 4, Luke 4: Jesus tempted for 30 days 

! eternal life is more important than temporal (v.3b) 
! Israelites are a spiritual people with a spiritual hunger and need 

o in response to discipline: keep God's commands, walk in His ways, and fear him 
(v.6) 

! He uses discipline to correct, strengthen 
2. the Lord's provision (vv.7-18) 

o Heb. “pen” for “lest,” a warning (vv.11-12)--not to believe that material blessings 
are from God, not themselves 

! instead of humility in absolute dependence (v.3), pride in their plenty 
! prosperity can lead to ingratitude, if it is not attributed correctly to God 
! God is for you, but He is not about you--everything He does is for His 

namesake 
3. the Lord's commandments (vv.19-20) 

o ingratitude to God is idolatry because it does not acknowledge God 
• “O, let thy memory wake” (Newton) to all that God has blessed us with, including 

salvation 
• “What do you have that you have not received?” 


